
was a presentment of the grand jury of the city of Key West, soliciting aid
from the general government on account of cases of yellow fever among the
sailors treated by the city.
We deem it unnecessary to cite the history of the many epidemics of yellow

fever that have prevailed upon our Southern sea-board, the gulf coast, and the
cities and villages along our Southern rivers, nor to that of the disastrous
cholera epidemic of 1873, to convince our readers that at the Southern sea-

board, at least, something more powerful than local laws, and more wide-spread-
ing in its operation, is necessary promptly to prevent a repetition of these dis-
tressing calamities.
The bill now passed embodies most of the suggestions of Surgeon-General

Woodworth to the Public Health Association in 1873, and promises to make
the Marine Hospital service a "life-saving service," to which the country may
look for assistance in attaining " that pronounced end and aim of all sanitary
science, the prevention of disease, and the protection and preservation of the
public health."

-*-

MEDICAL NOTES.

—

Rapid lithotrity with evacuation has already had a trial in New York.
At a meeting of the New York Pathological Society, held March 27th, Dr.
Keyes showed a specimen of stone removed by Dr. Bigelow's method. The
patient was sixty-three years of age. The first crushing lasted twenty minutes,
and on washing out the bladder ninety-four grains were obtained, the second
crushing yielded twenty-nine grains, the whole operation not occupying an hour.

—

By reference to the notice of the Boston Board of Health which is ad-
vertised in the Journal, it will be seen that all physicians are required to re-

port every case of diphtheria. A notice of one case in a family does not ex-

empt a physician from reporting any subsequent cases that may occur in the
same family. A misunderstanding of the order by many physicians has
caused the board again to call attention to their order relating to the report-
ing of such cases.

—

By a recent act of the legislature, which went into effect May 1st, physi-
cians in Massachusetts are required, as will be seen by reference to the law
published elsewhere in the Journal, to sign only one death certificate. Here-
after the proper returns are first submitted to the Board of Health for their
approval, and, after being stamped " approved " there, must be carried to the
registrar's office, who alone has the right to issue a permit for burial.
—A new quarterly journal devoted to neurology is about to appear in En-

gland. It is called Brain, and is edited by Drs. Bucknill, Crichton-Browne,
Ferrier, and Hughlings Jackson. It will give articles treating of the anatomy,
physiology, and therapeutics of the nervous system. Messrs. Macmillan &
Co. are the publishers.
—

The British Medical Journal mentions the case of a man who, while lift-
ing, felt something give way, and died in a few minutes. The necropsy re-

vealed a small aneurism about the size of a pea at the left of the aorta, half
an inch behind and to the left of the coronary artery. The opening was no

larger than a pin's head.
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— Dr. Weil, of Munich, reports success in the replantation of teeth which
he had extracted in order to cleanse the nerve canal and remove the effects of
disease. Restrictions upon the use of the reinserted teeth were removed at
the end of three weeks.

—

Dr. J. R. Mayer, of Heilbronn, is dead. He was famous as the pro-
pounder of the mechanical theory of heat.
— Cobbold, the eminent helminthologist, has demonstrated, by dissections

of the mosquito, that from the blood of human beings it sucks filiariae, de-
posits them in cisterns, wells, etc., and that these entozoa are received into
the bodies of those who drink such water.

—

The tercentennial anniversary of Harvey's birth has revived the discus-
sion as to the true nature of his connection with the discovery of the circula-
tion of the blood. In the Medical Press and Circidar for April 3d it will be
seen that Huxley and the editors take different views. In the Gentleman's
Magazine for April will be found a charming lecture, by Dr. B. W. Richard-
son, on Harvey during three stages of his life. Richardson fairly disposes of
the various attempts to deprive Harvey of his claim to the name of " discov-
erer " of the circulation.

—

The mortality from whooping-cough in London during the first week of
April was greater than in any previous week for thirty-nine years. The
number of deaths was one hundred and fifty-eight.

—

A Vienna letter to the same journal (April 4th) contains the following
extraordinary passages : " Marion Sims has just left Vienna, having received
from the medical world here ovations as perfect as General Grant has from
Europe at large. At a grand banquet given in his honor, he remarked in the
course of a several hours' speech in English [italics not ours] that he had as

yet met with no such reception, a remark which may suggest several ideas to
a thoughtful mind."
— It is proposed to erect a statue to the memory of Harvey at Folkestone,

where he was born in 1578. To this end £1100 have already been raised,
£1800 being the amount required.
—

The regular medical societies of Philadelphia are endeavoring to obtain
the passage of a law providing that " no person duly authorized to practice
physic or surgery shall be allowed or compelled to disclose any information
which he may have acquired in attending any patient in his professional char-
acter, and which information was necessary to enable him to prescribe for such
patient as a physician, or to do any act for him as a surgeon."
—

Dr. Hamilton, of New York, finds that Dr. Dwight, of Brooklyn, is cor-

rect in his assertion that in a large proportion of persons the lower limbs are

of unequal length. In his measurement, Dr. Hamilton found where the legs
differed in length that the left was usually the longer.
—

In a few weeks a festival will be held in Liège to celebrate the fortieth
year of the professorship of Theodore Schwann, the author of the cell theory.
The founder of modern histology is still living and actually professor of phys-
iology in the Belgian University. The Lancet states that " all Englishmen of
science who have specially occupied themselves in the field opened by Schwann
are begged to address Prof. Ed. Van Benedin, Liège, and inclose their photo-
graphs for insertion in an album to be presented to Professor Schwann.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SAN DIEGO (UCSD) on July 12, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



—

At a recent meeting of the Pathological Society of Brussels, M. Wehen-
kel showed a new and improved test for the so-called amyloid degeneration.
It is aniline violet. On treating the suspected tissue with this color the points
of amyloid matter rapidly assume the color of mahogany red.

—

At the annual meeting of the medical staff of the St. John's Hospital,
Lowell, Dr. John 0. Green was chosen chairman, aud Dr. Nathan Allen sec-

retary. In his report for last year Dr. Allen gives an encouraging account
of the usefulness of this hospital, and in considering the various forms of dis-
ease treated dwells upon the fact that a large number found their origin in
intemperance.
—

In a paper read before the Society of Arts, Sir Joseph Fayrer called at-
tention to the necessity of an organized establishment in India for the purpose
of more effectually preventing the great destruction of life from wild animals.
The Times and Gazette in quoting from this paper gives the following as-

tounding figures : In the year 1875 no less than 20,805 persons and 46,805
head of cattle perished from this cause. Of these 17,070 persons died from
the bites of snakes, 1016 persons were killed by wolves, and 828 persons by
tigers. Through the exertions of the government the death rate from disease
has been reduced to less than one third of its former figure (69 to 18). In
the matter of exterminating wild beasts, however, they have to meet with the
difficulty in obtaining native cooperation, arising from superstitious motives.

BOSTON CITY HOSPITAL.
IN THE SERVICE OF DR. HALL CURTIS.

[reported by s. e. fitz.]
Case of Teltow Atrophy of the Liver.

—

Mrs. E. T., widow, tailoress, sixty-
five years, was born and lived in Boston, and was admitted to the hospital
March 11,1878. The history obtained was deficient because of her somewhat
stupid, almost typhoid condition. She had always been a strong woman, of
temperate habits and general good health ; was at Taunton Asylum for Insane
for some time previous to last December ; and had been as well as usual duringthe winter and till about two weeks before, when exposure to bad weather
was followed by general pains, especially severe in shoulders and neck, and
also by considerable indisposition. She kept up, however, until vertigo, weak-
ness, and finally chills compelled her to take to her bed four days before ad-
mission. She came in complaining of pain, not very severe, in the abdomen,
most marked at the epigastrium ; of pain in the back, from the lumbar region
downward ; of some pain before micturition ; of constipation, thirst, anorexia,
and nausea. The whole surface of the skin was icteric, dry, but not hot. The
tongue was coated white, and inclined to be dry. Pulse 76 ; temperature
103.5° F. Liquid diet and a cathartic were given.
March 12th. Little sleep last night, because of abdominal pain and nausea.

Vomited nearly everything taken, even milk and lime-water. One dejection
to-day, not peculiar. Nothing abnormal detected in chest except feeble heart
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